Sarthak Chavan, Abdul Basim grab pole positions

CHENNAI- Two teenagers,
Sarthak Chavan from Pune
and Chennai’s Abdul Basim
put in sizzling laps to qualify
for pole position in their
respective categories as the
fifth and final round of the
MRF MMSC FMSCI Indian
National Motorcycle Racing
Championship 2023 got under
‘way at the Madras Interna-
tional Circuit, here on Friday.

The 16-year-old Sarthak, who
joined Petronas TVS Racing
team this season, took pole po-
sition in the premier Pro-
stock 301-400cc Open category
with a best 1ap of one minute,
50.854 seconds.

Qualifying for P2 was cham-
pionship leader, Chenmai’s Ra-
jiv Sethu (RACR Castrol Powerl
Ultimate) who clocked a best of
01:51.076 despite nursing a heal-
ing left shoulder that was dislo-
cated following a crash in the
previous round. Completing the
front row was Hyderahad’s Ra-
hil Pillarisetty (KTM Gusto Rac-
ing) with a hot 1ap of 01:51.823.

Tater, 17yearold Abdul

Chennal teenager Abdul Basim RS, who
qualified for pole position in the Novice

(Stock 165cc) category

Basim of Gulf Rockers Racing
team, the younger brother of KY
Ahamed who last month partic-
ipated in the Moto3 class of Indi-
an MotoGP, put in a lap of
02:07.685 for his maiden pole po-
sition in the Novice (Stock

Pune’s Sarthak Chavan who qualified for
pole position In the premier Pro-Stock

301-400cc Open category

165cc) category, ahead of Va-
dodara’s Adit Shah (Axor
Sparks Racing, 02:08.260) and
Bengaluru's Manvith Reddy K
(RACR Castrol Powerl Uld-
mate, 02:08.253).

In the other pramier catego-

ry, the Pro-Stock 165cc Open,
KY Ahamed (01:56.224) of Petro-
est in the practice session, fol-
lowed by teammates Sarthak
Chavan (01:57.069) and Chiranth
Vishwanath (01:57.540)
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